
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 7 November, 2007

Between 7pm and 9pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Apologies
John Hartshorne Chairman
Val Corbett Vice Chairman
Sarah Robson
Ron Holden Absent
Clive Emerson Cllr. John Riddle
Harry Scott Cllr. Brian Corbett

In attendance Copy to
Emma Anderson Parish Clerk
David Turnbull
Anne Scott
PC Nigel Daly
Andrew Shone

Northumbria Police
RTC Sports Centre

2. Presentation by the Rede, Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre
Mr. Shone reported a resurgence of interest in the sports centre during the last year.  New activities 
had been introduced and were things were happening on most days of the week.  The recent 
recruitment of a centre manager had also been a great help.  

Mr. Shone shared the concern expressed widely in the community about the closure of the youth club. 
He said that use of the centre would be provided free of charge for the coming year in an attempt to 
help restart the youth club.  

3.  Presentation by Northumbria Police
PC Daly described staffing levels and new shift patterns in the policing of the Rede valley and 
surrounding areas.  In an attempt to bring the public to the police, informal surgeries were planned in 
parish halls together with a major expansion of Farm Watch.  

4.  Minutes of the previous meeting
The meetings of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising
a) item 3a: Public seating in the village: Ron Holden reported on the condition and location of public 

seating in the village:

1. The seat in the cut to Brierley Gardens required a concrete plinth;
2. The seat beside West Townhead Farm should be relocated to the pavement beside the 

old Police House and will requiring bolting in place;
3. The seat located at the Mill corner should be replaced with the seat stored in the 

Chairman’s garden.  It will require a concrete plinth at the rear and bolting in place;
4. The seat located on the footpath to the school requires scraping and painting.

IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk and Ron Holden should ask Keith Robson to quote for all 
the work required to be undertaken in the spring of 2008.   

b) item 3b: Otterburn Hall: The Chairman reported that planning officers from Northumberland 
National Park Authority (NNPA) had obtained a warrant to inspect work undertaken at the 
Hall.  Another letter had been received from the solicitors representing the Angel Group.  A 
short response had been sent referring the solicitors to Northumberland County Council 
(NCC).
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c) item 3c: Interactive Speed Sign: The Chairman informed the meeting that there was nothing new to 
report since the last meeting.

d) item 3e: Bulbs: Planting Rota: The Chairman thanks all concerned in planting the spring bulbs. A 
village resident had contacted him following the article in the Hexham Courant and had helped 
with the planting.

e) item 3f:  NALC AGM on 27 October, 2007: Val Corbett had attended this meeting which had 
been well attended.  There had been a briefing on the new unitary authority.  Parish Councillors 
present had expressed great concern for the future.

f) item 3g: Bus Shelter: The Chairman informed members that payment of the final electricity 
account had been arranged but had been put on hold when it was discovered that Lloyds TSB 
bank in Bellingham had no record of signatories (see item 6b below).  The final account would 
be paid as soon as new signatories were registered with the bank.

g) item 3h: Road Markings at Snaith’s Garage: The Clerk reported that this work had been undertaken. 
NCC had agreed to reinstate the road markings between the junction and Hopefoot.  They had 
also agreed to inspect the southern approach to the village (A696) with a view to resurfacing.

h) item 5a: Public Rights of Way: Bridleway’s 6 and 2. Otterburn (Smoutel Ford): The Clerk reported that 
she had interviewed Ian Hedley regarding this matter and was waiting to interview Margaret 
Murray.  She had collected an amount of oral evidence from Mr. Hedley which she would pass 
on to NCC. 

i) item 7e: Munro’s Buses: The Clerk reported that she had spoken to the bus operator and Scottish 
Borders Council.  The bus service was operated under a contract with NCC and she awaited a 
response from the Council’s Contract Manager.  

6. Finance
a) Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£96.25) and expenses (£15.12) was 

AGREED.

b) Bank Account Signatories:  The Clerk reported that Lloyds TSB bank in Bellingham had informed 
her that it had no record of the Parish Council signatories being changed since 1987.  The bank 
was unable to provide any sensible explanation as to why this had happened although it had 
been suggested that, when the most recent new mandate had been submitted circa 2003, a 
processing error had occurred and a 1987 mandate had been recorded in its place.  She had 
expressed her considerable surprise and concern to the bank, not only because of its 
administrative failure but because, more seriously, it had been honouring cheques for a number 
of years baring the signatures of Parish Councillors it did not recognise.  She had informed the 
Chairman as soon as this information was known.  She had visited the bank on two occasions in 
an attempt to bring about a short-term resolution of the problem.  As a result, she had acquired 
and submitted the signatures of Val Corbett and Ron Holden on a new mandate and hoped 
these would be recorded by the bank within days, enabling cheques to be issued.  

Members discussed this matter, expressing their own serious concerns.  

IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk write to Lloyds TSB reiterating the level of concern already 
expressed and seeking a detailed explanation and compensation for any expenses incurred in 
bringing about a resolution.

7. Planning
There were no planning applications to consider.

8.  New business
a) Natural Communities in Northumberland: Val Corbett received this information and would attend 

the meeting.
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b) NALC Handbook: This item had been received and the contents were conveyed to members for 
their information

c) North East Assembly (Working for the region) Report: This item had been received.  Ron Holden 
expressed an interest.

d) Belonging Communities in Tynedale – Views from Parish Councils: Val Corbett received this 
information and would attend the meeting.

e) Northumberland National Park Authority Local Development Framework DVD: This item had been 
received.  The Chairman expressed an interest.

9. Any other business
a) Youth Club: David Turnbull and Anne Scott had spoken to a youth worker in an effort to revive 

the youth club.  Their efforts so far had been unsuccessful.  After discussion, members 
suggested they approach the parents of children of youth club age with a view to them 
becoming involved in running the youth club.

b) CPD Training: The Clerk had received this information and requested it be considered by the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman with a view to her possible participation.

c) NNPA request to attend the next meeting: After discussion, this request was not thought 
appropriate.

d) Street Lighting in Willowgreen: As a result of a complaint from a resident, the Clerk reported that 
she had written to NCC seeking clarification regarding the adoption of street lighting in phase 
one of Willowgreen.  

e) Grants to local organisations: The Clerk was asked to prepare a list of possible grantees and to 
discuss with them their financial needs during the current financial year.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 12 December, 2007 at 
Otterburn Memorial Hall.
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